BSG Windsor Workshop PhD Training 2024

The BSG Windsor Workshop PhD Training event was held at Cumberland Lodge, Windsor Great Park
on 2-5 December 2024.

There were 20 attendees who were all within the first year of their PhD, who had joined us from four
different countries across Europe and 16 different institutions. There were two further who had
registered but had to withdraw the week of the event. This year we were again supported by the
International Association of Geomorphologists who provided funding to support attendance for
three non-UK students from Europe.

The registration fee for the event was heavily subsidised by the BSG at £175 per person, which
covered accommodation, food and educational venue hire. Additionally, the BSG provided financial
assistance for one fee waiver.

The workshop was run by Lucy Clarke (Nottingham Trent University), John Wainwright (Durham
University), Emma Shuttleworth (University of Manchester) and Joanne Old (Environment Agency).
External speakers also included Annie Ockleford (BSG Chair), Jayesh Mukerjee (BSG PGR Forum
Chair), Eleanore Miles (Atkins Realis) and Stuart Lane (Editor ESPL). Sessions covered the principles
of a PhD, philosophy of research, project planning and time management, publications, careers and
an introduction to coding to support research, as well as a session provided by the venue on Ethics
and two opportunities for the students to present their PhD work to the group.

Feedback has been received from 15 (75%) of the attendees. All respondents rated the event and
the venue / location as very good-excellent (Figure 1a and b). 100% of attendees that responded
rated the organisation as excellent, the staff running the workshop as helpful and knowledgeable,
and felt that the external speakers added value to the workshop. The majority of respondents also
felt that the duration of the workshop was appropriate (Figure 1c).

(c)

m Much too long

@ Excellent
‘ Very good Too long
. Good

. Fair

@ roor

= About right
Too short

® Much too short

Figure 1: (a) Overall how would you rate this event?, (b) How would you rate the venue and
location?, (c) How did you feel about the duration of the event?

Free text comments asked about what worked well at the event, suggested improvements, and any
topics that they felt were missing as well as providing the opportunity for general comments. These
are provided in the Appendix and the organisers will review these in detail. Overall, we were



delighted with the positive comments in terms of what worked well, and will review the suggested
improvements and potential new topic ideas as a coordinator team in advance of the next
workshop.

The venue has been booked for the BSG Windsor Workshop 2025 on Mon 01 — Thu 04 December
2025, with 24 student places confirmed and an additional 6 on reserve. Expression of interest for
places will open in September/October 2025 to capture the autumn cohort of new PhD students.

Lucy Clarke, Nottingham Trent University (Lucy.Clarke@ntu.ac.uk)
BSG Windsor Workshop Co-ordinator



Appendix: Detailed comments from BSG Windsor Workshop 2024 attendee evaluations
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