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CONTACT  THE  BRITISH  SOCIETY  FOR GEOMORPHOLOGY  

For further information on the BSG contact: 

 Honorary Secretary, Dr Richard Chiverrell Department of Geography, University of Liverpool 

E-mail: rchiv@liv.ac.uk 

 

For general enquiries, including details of membership and meetings contact: 

BSG Administrator, Amy Swann RGS-IBG, 1 Kensington Gore, London, SW7 2AR 

E-mail: a.swann@rgs.org 

 

For electronic submission to Geophemera contact: 

Editor, Geophemera, Dr Liz Whitfield School of Natural Sciences and Psychology, Liverpool John Moores University, Tel: 

+44 (0)151 231 2473     E-mail: e.whitfield@ljmu.ac.uk 

BSG Executive Committee:  
2010 - 2011  

 
President    Prof Ken Gregory  

Chair    Prof. Bernie Smith  Queens   B.Smith@qub.ac.uk  

Deputy Chair   Prof. Heather Viles  Oxford   Heather.Viles@ouce.ox.ac.uk  

Honorary Secretary  Dr R Chiverrell   Liverpool   rchiv@liv.ac.uk  

Honorary Treasurer  Dr David Robinson  Sussex   D.A.Robinson@sussex.ac.uk  

VC Outreach   Prof T Coulthard  Hull    T.Coulthard@Hull.ac.uk  

VC Publications  Dr V Thorndycraft  R Holloway  varyl.thorndycraft@rhul.ac.uk  

VC Research   Prof. Phil Ashworth  Brighton         p.ashworth@bton.ac.uk  

OS Outreach   Dr Martin Evans  Manchester  Martin.Evans@Manchester.ac.uk  

OS Research   Prof. Joe Holden  Leeds   j.holden@leeds.ac.uk  

OS Publications  Dr Jo Nield   Southampton  j.nield@soton.ac.uk  

 

Postgraduate  Reps   

 Daniel Schillereff    Liverpool   dns@liverpool.ac.uk    

 John McIlroy    Belfast   jmcilroydelarosa01@qub.ac.uk  

 Samin Ahmad    Oxford   samin.khawaja@worc.ox.ac.uk  

 

Sub committees  

Research:  Phil Ashworth, Joe Holden,  Jeff Warburton, Andrew Nicholas, Mike Ellis  

Publications:  Varyl Thorndycraft,  Jo Nield, Stuart Lane, Liz Whitfield  

Outreach:  Tom Coulthard, Martin Evans, Brian Whalley,  Dawn Nicholson  

Postgraduate:  Heather Viles, Daniel Schillereff, John McIlroy, Samin Ahmad  
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Geophemera  is the newsletter of the Brit-
ish Society for Geomorphology 

(incorporating the BGRG) and is published 

3 times a year (Spring -Summer, Autumn, 
Winter).  Available online at 

www.geomorphology.org.uk  Compiled by 
Liz Whitfield, School of Natural Sciences 
and Psychology, Liverpool John Moores 

University.    
 

Cover Photo: Raging torrent in the 
Jökulsárgljúfur National Park,  
above Dettifoss, northeast Iceland 

(Rich Chiverrell)  
 

 
PLEASE SUBMIT MATERIAL FOR  

Geophemera 110  
BY 28th February 2011.  

CONTENTS  
Winter 2010 ð No.109  

Editorial  

 
 

Dear Members,  
 

Apo log ies  for  the  absence of  
Geophemera in the summer, events got 
ahead of us a little. Thus this one is a 

bumper issue, with loads happening.  
 

On a personal note our congratulations 
to Liz (Geophemera Editor) and Greg 
Whitfield on the arrival of their son 

Matthew.  
 

As always, we encourage and welcome 
copy for future issues, preliminary 
findings from research projects are 

encouraged to be submitted to 
Geophemera for  discussion amongst 

the BSG community.  
 
Please note the following deadline for 

submission to Geophemera:  
 

28th February 2011  
 

 
Best Wishes, and Merry Christmas  
 

Richard Chiverrell and Jo Nield  
Acting Editors  
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Annual Conference of the British Society for Geomorphology  

University of Liverpool 28th -  30th June 2011  

 
Context:  Extreme events provide some of the most evocative images of geomorphology in action; 

they contribute to shaping the surface of the Earth and often threaten people's lives, livelihoods and 

their communities. Wolman and Miller in 1960 provoked a debate that continues today over 

'Magnitude -  Frequency' in earth surface processes. The catastrophic flood, eruption or storm is a 

memorable often tragic event, but is it a more significant agent of change than more frequent and 

more moderately sized events? These questions permeate our understanding of earth surface proc-

esses and landform development or evolution in environmental systems across the globe, for example 

our shrinking glacial landscapes, mountain regions and hillslopes, temperate river systems, at our 

coasts and in arid lands. The British Society for Geomorphology (BSG) Annual Conference is a three 

day conference that will explore these issues addressing the importance of 'Extreme events in shap-

ing the surface of the Earth'.  

 

The BSG invites contributions (oral and poster presentations) from academic and professional geo-

morphologists. Postgraduate scientists are particularly encouraged to contribute and will benefit from 

reduced rates for registration. The conference theme is broad in scope covering and welcoming con-

tributions for all earth surface environments, with the following topics defining and not restricting the 

scope: -  

Extreme events on the Earth surface  

A dripping tap: the long haul in evolution of the earth surface  

Magnitude and frequency in earth surface processes  

Simulation and prediction: coping with extremes  

Hazards: society adjusting to extreme  

 

Geomorphology for Schools:  The BSG encourages contributions and welcomes registrations 

(teachers) for the afternoon sessions. Where the content will be geared towards those with interests 

in Geomorphology for A - level and GCSE curricula. The content for these session is being developed in 

co-operation with the Geographical Association (Northwest England) and Royal Geographical Society 

(with IBG). The BSG has commissioned a series of 'For Schools' Educational Resource Packs and 

these will be launched at the 'Extreme Events' conference.  

 

Organising Committee:  Richard Chiverrell, Andrew Plater, Janet Hooke and Andreas Lang  

 

Website:  http://pcwww.liv.ac.uk/~rchiv/bsg2011/  

BULLETIN BOARD  

http://pcwww.liv.ac.uk/~rchiv/bsg2011/
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New website interface for the BSG  
The BSG has commissioned a re -design of the Society website, with new and exciting 

features including  

¶ A new membership area and database ð please check your entry and details  

¶ Online payment for membership subscriptions  

¶ Online access to the entire Earth Surface Processes and Landforms archive  

¶ Online Grant submission and processing system  

¶ Online Award nomination system  

¶ New membership resources will become available e.g. Geomorphological techniques  

¶ And much more, please visit the site and explore www.geomorphology.org.uk   

http://www.geomorphology.org.uk/
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Meet your new committee members  
At the recent AGM we voted in a new Deputy Chair and Publications Sub -Committee Vice 
Chair.  Many thanks to Steve Rice for his work as Vice Chair of the Publications Sub -

Committee and Bernie Smith (our new Chair) for his contributions as Deputy Chair.  

 

Deputy Chair: Heather Viles  

Heather Viles is Professor of Biogeomorphology and Heritage Conservation in the School of 

Geography and the Environment, University of Oxford 
and Honorary Research Fellow in Geography at the 
University of the Witwatersrand. She studied at 

Cambridge and Oxford Universities before doing a PDRA 
job at UCL on the impacts of acid rain on cathedrals.  Her 

research focuses on two, interlinked areas of 
geomorphology and its practical application, i.e. 
biogeomorphology and weathering.  She is particularly 

interested in the development of novel techniques to 
investigate biogeomorphic and weathering processes, and 

in articulating new ideas on the influence of biological 
processes, scale, non linear dynamics and climate change 
to geomorphology and weathering. She focuses largely 

on extreme environments (deserts, coasts and Mars) and 
stone heritage (ancient ruins etc). Her current research is 

funded by EPSRC, English Heritage, the Leverhulme Trust 
and NASA. She has produced 14 books and edited 
volumes as well as over 110 papers in international 

refereed journals and books. Her most recent book is 
óLandscapes and geomorphology: A very short 

introductionô (OUP) with Andrew  Goudie.  

 

Vice Chair of the Publications Sub - Committee: Varyl Thorndycraft  

Varyl Thorndycraft, a fluvial geomorphologist with 

research interests in palaeohydrology, is currently 
Lecturer in Physical Geography at Royal Holloway 
University of London. After graduating from the 

universities of Sheffield and Liverpool with BSc. and MSc. 
degrees, respectively, Varyl carried out his PhD research, 

The archaeology of tin mining on Dartmoor: a 
sedimentary approach, at the University of Exeter. In 
2000, Varyl then moved to the Higher Council for 

Scientific Research (CSIC) in Madrid, Spain where he 
worked for over 6 years primarily on EC funded projects 

and developed his expertise in palaeoflood hydrology, 
undertaking field work in Spain and South Africa. Varyl 
was appointed as a lecturer at Royal Holloway University 

of London in 2006 and was awarded the College Teaching 
Prize in 2009 for innovative use of Google Earth on his 

2nd year undergraduate geomorphology course. His most recent research has focused on 
quantifying palaeoflood hydraulics in bedrock and alluvial reaches at various sites across the 

UK, and investigating historic glacial lake outburst floods of the northern Patagonian ice field 



 7 

 

  

Geophemera 109 

A new Postgraduate Committee  
The role of the new BSG postgraduate committee is to provide a platform for postgraduate 
interests within the BSG by providing a link with the wider geomorphological postgraduate 

community. The intention of the committee is to promote the society to postgraduates, both 
within the UK and abroad, and increase postgraduate interaction within the BSG. In order to 

do this a number of activities and ventures have been proposed.  

Firstly, the committee supports the idea of organising workshops, to be held at Field Studies 
Council venues, and run by experts in various methods and subject areas. Rather than being 

taught exercises carried out solely by the lecturer, postgraduates would play an active role 
and, depending on the topic, could bring along their own work or data to discuss with experts 
in their field and other postgraduates with similar issues. Workshops would be held twice a 

year with September and December being the most likely dates. The December workshop 

would run at the same time as the Windsor workshop targeted at 1st year postgraduates.  

Secondly, the committee plans to promote an active role by postgraduates in the production 
and publishing of online resources, such as chapters on geomorphological techniques and 
methods. Not only is this a way for postgraduates to have their work published, but it also 

serves as a useful reference for others. Furthermore, postgraduates would receive payment 

for their contributions.  

Thirdly, the committee have agreed that postgraduate involvement in the BSG annual 
conference should be increased by means of early advertising. The atmosphere of such an 
event should be informal and relaxed, with prizes for the best presentation and poster. 

Hence, the attraction for postgraduates, possibly presenting at their first conference, to come 

along.  

Finally, the committee feel strongly that, in order to attract postgraduates, the 
aforementioned events be partially subsidised by the BSG with the aim of making the 

activities cost -effective for postgraduate students.  

 

Samin Ahmad  

I am currently in my second year of 
s tudy based a t  the  Oxford 

Rock  Breakdown Laboratory (OxRBL) 
working on an  EPSRC funded 

collaborative project with the  NERC 
Centre for Ecology and Hydrology 
based at Wallingford. The aim of the 

project is to look at the impact of 
current and future climate on recent 

algal greening observed on sandstone 
facades in   the  north -west of the 
U n i t e d  K i n g d o m , 

primarily  in  Northern Ireland. My 
work invo lves a  number of 

dimensions from sampling  biofilms 
and conducting stone analyses in the field to DNA analysis and species identification at the 

molecular level. In addition,  bioreceptivity of test stones is conducted under simulations of 
algal  biofilm development in a laboratory -based growth cabinet. Within my research, I am 
particularly interested in the interplay between climate and building stone deterioration with 

a notable  enthusiasm  for historic  buildings.   
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Daniel Schillereff   

I commenced my doctoral studies in 

October 2010 in the School of 
Environmental Sciences, University of 
Liverpool. I will be investigating 

connectivity and sensitivity within lake -
catchment fluvial systems and multi -

proxy records of palaeoflood regimes. 
My focus is on the potential for 
lacustrine and alluvial sediments to 

p rese rve  f lood  s t ra t ig raph ies , 
supplemented by historical records and 

cellular numerical modelling in order to 
develop more robust flood frequency 
and severity assessments for regions 

within the UK.   

I am an outdoor sport enthusiast and I 
have a long -developed interest in 

understanding the processes which shape landscapes and how different cultures value and 
engage with their environment. I have travelled extensively to observe first -hand the impacts 

of human and natural drivers in altering the global environment, ideally by skiing or 

skydiving to the destination!  

I feel that distinguishing the óreal-worldô value of research being undertaken is crucial, and I 
am keen to develop datasets and methodologies which can provide direct and tangible 

benefits to policy makers and wider society.  

Geomorphology has a wide scope for achieving such goals, and this opportunity to join the 
Postgraduate Committee of the British Society for Geomorphology is therefore ideal. Being 

able to personally influence the role we play in improving understanding of natural processes 
and their impacts and developing mitigation and adaptation scenarios will be invaluable 

experience.  

 

John McIlroy  

I graduated in 2009 from Queenôs 

University Belfast with a BSc (1st 
Class Hons) in Geography with 

Extended Studies in Europe, 
including an ERASMUS year spent 

at the University of Granada, Spain.  

Remaining in Queenôs, I am 
currently undertaking a PhD 

investigating the role of lichens in 
the weathering of limestone. The 

research question at the core of my 
project is to understand how 
lichens, organisms long assumed to 

require stable surfaces to develop, 
can colonise and grow on what we perceive to be actively dissoluting surfaces such as active 

karren features.  


